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and so bard, that the pom in many parts of the country has assumed a yellow colour* 
and is likely to prove short in the straw, and consequently small in the ear. This, 
howeyer, is the case pnly with the pats and barley, the present appearance of the wheat 
promises an abundant crop. 

The early planted potatoes, on light free soils, look wellj those planted late, and on 
clay lands, are much retarded in their growth by 'be dry weather, and the binding of 
the earth, but a few seasonable showers would greatly relieve them. The late spring has, 
turned out most unfavourable this season, by preventing the potato crops froiq 
ripening as early as usual, and thereby protracting the relief of which the lower 
classes stand so much in need, in the present time of distress, occasioned by the x- 
ceeding high price of provisions. 

The hay crops are generally very luxuriant this year, and the finedry weather which 
commenced about the beginning of this month, has afforded a good opportunity of 
saving them, so that the quality of the hay will be good. 

Flax promises (q be a full crop, and few seasons required it more, as there is very 
little of the old stock remaining on hands. If the weather prove fine, the farmers ought 
to lay out their accounts to save a part of their seed. What was saved last year, pro* 
duced much better crops than the seed imported from England. 

The present is a time of general distress amongst the Tower and labouring classes of 
|he people. The prices of provisions has for some time past been so high, that their 
scanty earnings were not equal to obtain for them a sufficient subsistence The old pota- 
toes are mostly exhausted, and the new ones are not in a general way fit for use. In* 
deed, it is to be feared, that necessity will compel the poor people to begin on their 
crop before the roots have attained a proper size, and thereby destroy in one week 
what would otherwise serve them a mouth, and consequently lay the foundation for a 
deficiency in the succeeding year. 

Oat-meal has lately been sold, in some places, at the enormous price of 52 shillings, 
percwt. it is to be hope it will not continue long at that rate. In several places.it has 
since fallen. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

The fears expressed in the last Report, that notwithstanding the concessions made 
in the Orders in Council, war might be declared by the United States of America, 
previously to their knowledge of the tardy concessions, and in that case a return 
to friendly relations might be rendered very difficult : have been realized as to the 
$rst part -. and as to the Jatter, the apprehensions of confirmed hostility, and of en- 
creased demands for additional security against British aggression on neutral rights are 
not lessened. By many, fears of this kind, it is probable, were lightly treated, at the 
close of' last month; now, perhaps, it maybe admitted they are better founded ; yet, 
still delusive hope, and that disposition common to individuals, and to nations, as 
aggregates pf individuals, to think with partiality of their own cause, prevent many 
from perceiving the dangers from America in their full extent. The arrogance of 
Britain affecting to be insular Queen of Rations, has, in the days of prosperity, led 
to the formation of habits of arrogance, which are not now easily laid aside in the 
season of adversity, and decline. Like spoiled children of fortune in private life, 
nations also treat others, their customers, and former allies, with hauteur, and flatter 
themselves that such is the magnitude of their powers, both political and commercial, 
that they will be able to " whistle them back," when they please, without considering 
that the national pride of other states, even of inferior ability, when sorely offended, 
is not easily appeased ; and America especially, retains a proud recollection of having 
Once ventured to cope with Britain, and having proved victorious. 

At .Liverpool the provisional repeal of the Orders in Council, caused an immediate 
and considerable reduction in the value of almost every kind of American produce, 
and the market continued in a very dull and languid state. The demand for Cotton, 
during ten days, was tolerably extensive ; but from the confident expectation of a re- 
newed intercourse with the United States, the prices continued gradually upon the de- 
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dine, which, in mora than one instance, encreased the great anxiety which tome im« 
porters have shown, to effect sales. The stock in the manufacturing towns is under- 
stood to be small, but this circumstance, though combined with an apparently well 
grounded hope of a considerable increase in the demand for goods, has not as yet in- 
fluenced the market in that manner which many were inclined to expect. It may be 
further observed, that the importations of Cotton for the last eight weeks are fully 
78,000 bags ; and the sales, inclusive of what has been purchased on speculation, do 
aot exeeed 34,000 bags, by which it appears that the stock in Liverpool, has received 
an increase of about 44,000 bags. On the intelligence arriving there of war being de- 
clared by America, several purchases of American produce at higher prices were 
effected ; but a strong and general persuasion that the difficulties with the United States 
would be accommodated, caused the prices again to decline. Trade in all its branches 
is rendered uncertain and fluctuating, by its connection with the varying mode of war- 
fare : and in the present state of things, resembles the revolutions of the wheel of chance, 
instead of admitting of a capability of being conducted on the deductions of. emula- 
tion formed on the dictates of wisdom and experience. Almost every day is attended 
with some circumstances to baffle the best founded conjectures, and to disappoint the 
Jiopes of former plans. 

As a proof of the iniquity of the system connected with the Orders in Council, and 
the trade of licencing engrafted on it, the following instance, extracted from the speech 
of Richard Spooner, one of the delegates from Birmingham, on his return from solicit- 
ing their repeal, affords a curious illustration :— 

« Government did indeed order that no vessel should be licensed to go to France, 
for her produce, unless she took out a certain proportion of British manufactures, 
and colonial produce to the amount of £-5 per ton ; — this order then became a matter 
for investigation, which laid open a curious scene indeed ; when, inquiring as to the 
nature of 'the manufactures so exported, we saw by the smiles and whispers around 
us, that there was some mystery ; but this was soon unravelled, and the ingenious 
system of Splaihtrs was disclosed to our view. Upon examination, it was found that 
bales, purporting to be Manchester goods, in reality consisted of old shop-keepers', and 
worthless articles, long out of fashion and demand, utterly unfit for any market ; these 
indeed only made the outside of the packages ; the interior was literally filled with any 
kind of rubbish. But they answered their purpose j they passed for manufactures on 
this side of the water, had been made useful in obtaining valuable licences, they cost 
little, were then shipped ostensibly for a French port, but as soon as the vessel wa» 
put at sea, they were consigned to the waves, as of no farther value, and thus acquired 
the nick-name of 4 Splatkert'" 

The late linen-market in Dublin was bad. Some fresh goods were sold at the com- 
mencement of the market on very low terms; but most of the old stock remained, with 
little possibility of effecting a sale ; and in the latter part, the sales of all kinds were 
extremely flat. The accounts from America added to the causes of depression. Yet 
brown linens and lawns advanced in out markets at home, but on what slender grounds 
appears from this statement of the market in Dublin. In London, even temporary 
effects were not felt in the sale of linens, from the repeal of the Orders in Council ; 
some printed goods were shipped, but the late news from America speedily put a stop 
to farther proceedings. 

During the last, and present month, gold and silver bullion have advanced in London. 
It is difficult to perceive in clear view, the operations of the complicated machinery of 
the circulating medium, but the price of bullion may not unfitly be taken as the in- 
dex which points out 'the state of depreciation of paper, and shows the result of the 
internal works of the machine hidden from common view. — Exchange in Belfast on 
London is about, 9 to 9* per cent, 

NATURALIST'S REPORT. 

From 20th Jwu, to 20*A July, 1812. 

Jape 24, The Elder or Bortry tree (Sambucus, nigra), and Black Henbane (Hyoscyamm 
»'£*t)i flowering. 



